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    Several months ago the Board of Directors agreed  
to conduct two different feasibility studies within the 
District.  The first one gathered data to find ways to 
improve the efficiencies and save money in our 
buildings. After gathering data, doing walkthroughs 
and having conversations, it was decided that our 
lighting systems needed an upgrade to LED lights in 
both buildings.  This will save the District over 
$300,000 in the next twenty years.  The project is 
being scheduled for this summer and is expected to 
be completed by the end of July.  Schneider Electric 
is leading the project. 
      The second feasibility study involved the outside 
athletic fields plus the surrounding building and 
grounds.  Steve Parks, Landscape Architecture, was 
selected to conduct this study. Similarly, data was 
collected, walkthroughs occurred and many 
conversations and meetings took place. A survey 
needed to be done of the District’s properties.  You 
may have noticed stakes with pink flags on them on 
school property.  These mark boundaries with 
neighboring properties. The study continues with 
permits, design of fields and outbuildings.  More 
meetings will occur with different levels of 
stakeholders.  Stay tuned as the District continues to 
work through this process. 

    Feasibility Studies                  Updates 
     During the 2016-2017 school year the District
began several new initiatives at both buildings,
some of which have been building-wide while 
others were more targeted.  The information below
represents a quick update of a few of the programs.
      At the elementary, the new English Language 
Arts (ELA) program is in place.  You may have 
noticed more writing samples and homework
coming home from school.  The teachers have been
working hard to improve our students’ writing skills
across the grades and to prepare them for future
communication opportunities. 
      More tutoring opportunities have been added 
for students to sharpen their skills in both the
Reading and math programs. The tutoring is
provided to give extra time and attention to students
who may need this.  The tutoring may take place
throughout the day and by using software programs 
or working with others in small groups.  
      The high school implemented a makerspace 
program in grades 7 and 8.  Many great learning 
experiences and activities have been produced in
the makerspace.  Students seem to be more engaged
and excited to be working in the space.  Another
related program is the after school Technology
Student Association (TSA) program.  Students meet
Wednesday afternoons to work on many STEM
related activities. 
      Beginning with the second nine weeks a 1-to-1 
computer program was rolled out to the 9th grade 
students. All ninth graders have a laptop to use at
school and home.  There are different approaches
and strategies used by teachers to integrate and
embed technology into their courses.  Sometimes
the students are the teachers! 
     All of these programs will continue into the next 
school year.  However, they may look new and
improved as we continue to add equipment and
strategies while making changes to what we have.
They will be used as the foundation to build upon 
and expand opportunities for students.  The 2017-
2018 budget calls for another grade level or two to
receive individual computers.  It also calls for a
comprehensive science program at the elementary
to continue to expand the work of the makerspace 
and STEM activities.  Stay tuned! 

LOOK FORS 
Be watching the website and students’ book bags
for summer activities at the schools!! 

Next Year 
    Below are a few dates that highlight the 
2017-2018 school year.  The approved 
calendar for next year can be found on the 
website and Facebook.  More details will 
follow. 
 
August 29th – Student first day 
 
September 4th – Labor Day 
 
September 22nd – ED; Homecoming weekend  
 
October 27th – Teacher in-service 
 
November 10th – No School; Veteran’s Day 
      
November 22nd – 28th – Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 23rd – January 2nd Christmas Break 


